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Commander Column April 2016 
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     A story posted March 28 in the Times –Picayune; NOLA. 
Com by reporter Greg Rosen updated the monument crisis in 
the Crescent City: 
     A panel of three judges from the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
issued an order that effectively puts a hold on any plans the city of New 
Orleans had to take down statues of Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis and 
P.G.T. Beauregard in addition to the Battle of Liberty Place obelisk. The 
5th court order effectively puts the ball back in district court. Arguments 
and briefs for the federal case could take months, according to one attorney 
for the plaintiffs. The 5th Circuit order provides monument backers with 
some hope that their case could advance for consideration beyond New 
Orleans, although a high court ruling could send the case back to a local 
jurisdiction. 
     Well, there you have it. That is the good news. Now for the 
not so good news. The battle for historical preservation 
continues in our state. On the opening day of the regular 
session of the legislature, the Associated Press, Baton Rouge 
Advocate, NOLA.Com, and WDSU TV station began the 
media blitz on the Louisiana Heritage Protection Commission 
Senate Bill 276, filed by Sen. Beth Mizell, R-Franklinton, by 
falsely referring to it as the “Confederate Monument Bill.”   
     Unfortunately there is not one single reference in the bill to 
the word or term “Confederate” or “Confederate States of 
America.” To label this bill “Confederate,” in the name of 
political correctness or cultural sensitivity, is an effort to frame 
discussion and debate around a hot button political issue which 
further deepens racial division and animosity among. Senator 
Mizell’s bill deals exclusively with the historic preservation of 
all Louisiana monuments to U.S. veterans from the French and 
Indian War to the Persian Gulf.  
           The truth is, if this bill was truly a “Confederate” issue, 
history would be on the side of its supporters.  Confederate 
veterans have been officially recognized as U.S. veterans by our 
federal government for over 100 years. Confederate 
monuments were dedicated to honor the more than 1 million  

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Captain James W. Bryan 
  

NEXT MEETING 
 
       The next meeting of Captain James W. Bryan Camp 
1390 will be from 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, April 12, at Ryan’s 
Buffet at 4501 Ryan St., Lake Charles, La. The program 
will be on the “Life and Times of General P.G.T. 
Beauregard,” presented by camp editor/historian Mike 
Jones. Beauregard was the most famous Louisianian in 
the 19th Century and was the very first Confederate 
brigadier general, commanded the firing on of Fort 
Sumter, S.C. April 12, 1861; the hero of the First Battle of 
Manassas, Va. July 21, 1861; designed the famous St. 
Andrew’s Cross Confederate battle flag; commanded at 
the Battle of Shiloh, Tenn., April 6-7, 1862; defeated the 
ironclad fleet of the Federal navy in April, 1863 at 
Charleston, S.C.; saved Petersburg and Richmond, Va. in 
May-July, 1864 in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign and 
the Second Battle of Petersburg, Va.; commanded all the 
armies of the Confederacy in the western department in 
the last year of the war. Please come to the April meeting 
and learn more about this dynamic, heroic and gallant 
Louisiana Confederate general. (See page 4 for more info) 

 

Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard 
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4. Hamilton Christian Academy (To be awarded during week 
in principal’s office) Jonah Mulsow. 
5. LaGrange High School (To be awarded during week in 
Michael Quienalty class room) Jayland Jermaine Jackson. 
6. Saint Louis Catholic High School (To be awarded during 
week in principal’s office) Logan Guillory. 
7. DeRidder (To be awarded at school awards ceremony 
Thursday, April 21 @9:00 am) Madelyn Lanei McDade 
(Diovina Jenkins SAR). 
8. Westlake High (To be awarded at school awards ceremony 
Thursday, April 21 @10:00 am) Student to be named. 
9. Sulphur High School (To be awarded at school awards 
ceremony Friday, April 29 @10:00 am) Student to be named. 
10. Bell City (To be awarded Wednesday, May 11@6:00 pm) 
Grant Vincent Leonards. Our Award’s Night is Wednesday, 
May 11th at 6 pm. 
11. Elizabeth High School (To be awarded at school awards 
program Monday, May 9th) Clyde Charles Hurst May 9, 
2016. 
12. Johnson Bayou (To be awarded at school awards 
banquet Tuesday, May 10th at 6:00 pm) Student to be 
named. 
13. Grand Lake (To be awarded at School awards ceremony 
Monday May 16) Mallory Dupuie. Our Awards Program is 
May 16 at Grand Lake High School. 
14. South Beauregard High (To be awarded at Senior Award 
Ceremony will be held on May 19th at 9:00) Walker Bihm 
(2015 Nicholas Puzon). 
15. Barbe (To be awarded at school awards ceremony 
Thursday, May 19th @9:00 am) Andrew Barras. 
16. Singer (To be awarded at school awards ceremony 
Monday, May 23 @10:00 am) Dawson Willis. 
     The following schools have responded positively but 
have not provided the names or dates of the award: 
17. Hackberry High 
18. Starks High 
19. DeQuincy High 
20. Vinton High 
21. Kinder High 

 

BATTLE OF PLESANT HILL 
REENACTMENT 

 
Sat., April 9 
6:30-9 a.m. Breakfast 
10 a.m. Parade-directly followed by a reenactment in             
downtown Pleasant Hill. 
2 p.m. Main reenactment. 
7 p.m. Soldiers Ball (open to public) 
 
Sun., April 10 
6:30-9 a.m. Breakfast 
10 a.m. Church Service 
2 p.m. Main reenactment. 
 
     Reenactment and activities will take place 3 miles north 
of Pleasant Hill at 23271 Hwy. 175, Pelican, La. 
 

(Continued from Page 1) 

CSA veterans whose 70 million descendants are American 
citizens living today. The Confederate monuments in our state 
honor the 60,000 Louisianans, both white and black, who served 
in the Confederate army with over 12,000 killed and tens of 
thousands more wounded. 
     As of March 29th Senate Bill 276 has been voluntarily 
deferred by Senator Mizell. In the legislature a bill is usually 
deferred because it's a hot issue and deferring either it gets lost 
or passes in hopes nobody notices. We hope Senator Mizell can 
get enough votes/support to have it moved from the 
Government Affairs Committee. I hope every member of our 
camp has contacted the members of our Southwest Louisiana 
legislative delegation on behalf of this bill. Numbers count to our 
elected officials. We are counting on you. 
      Niblett’s Bluff Park Secretary Debbi McBride has informed 
us there will be no Spring Festival there because of flood damage 
at the park. The damage is total including the office, cabins, 
church, and the pavilion. This is her message to our camp: 
     I have a group that is interested possibly in taking on the 
restoration of the church and its funding to keep the church 
from being torn down.  They would like to restore it to original 
period but we will need some history.  I cannot get into church 
office at this time to recover documentation. The insides of all 
five cabins, the office, the North cottage and the big enclosed 
pavilion will be demolished.  After that we will reward a contract 
to one of the disaster recovery teams to go in clean, sanitize, dry 
the buildings.  At that point we would be ready for repair work 
as all the buildings will be gutted to the studs.  We can bid out 
part or if you all have carpenters that can do some work that will 
also save us.  All electrical that was underwater has to be change, 
i.e. breakers, receptacles, switches, etc. We really appreciate 
anything the Captain James W. Bryan Camp could do. 
    More information will follow. Please be willing to do what you 
can to assist Niblett’s Bluff Park in this monumental challenge. 
Our next monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, April 12 at Ryan’s 
Steak House in Lake Charles. Mike Jones will speak on the 
subject “The Life and Legacy of Pierre T Beauregard.” Our 
Events Coordination Committee will meet briefly following the 
business session to plan our participation in the Southwest Gun 
Show, Saturday to Sunday, April 23-24. 
Yours In Our Great Cause, 

Dr. Andy Buckley 
 

James W. Bryan SCV U.S. History Award schools, 
students, and dates 

     Due to the large number of awards this spring we’ll need to 
enlist members of our camp to assist. There are several schools 
which have scheduled awards ceremonies on the same date. 
(DeRidder/Westlake; South Beauregard/Barbe). 
1. W.W. Lewis Middle School (Awarded during week in 
principal’s office March 18th Dylan McFarlin. 
2. Sam Houston 2016 (To be awarded during week in principal’s 
office) Jack Shanks. 
3. Washington-Marion 2016 (To be awarded during week in 
Damion Joseph’s class room) Christian Edwards and (Camille 
Fox SAR). 
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A proclamation: 

NATIONAL CONFEDERATE 
HISTORY and HERITAGE MONTH 

 
WHEREAS:      April is the month in which the Confederate 
States of America began and ended a four-year struggle for 
states' rights, individual freedoms, local governmental control, 
and independence, which they knew to be right and just; and 
  
WHEREAS:      The Sons of Confederate Veterans, the direct 
heirs of the United Confederate Veterans, honor, observe, and 
celebrate the Confederate States of America, its history, those 
who served in its armed forces and government; and 
  
WHEREAS:       All those millions of its citizens of various 
races, ethnic groups and religions who contributed in sundry 
and myriad of ways to the Cause that they held so dear from its 
founding on February 4, 1861, in Montgomery, Alabama, until 
the CSS Shenandoah sailed into Liverpool, England and 
surrendered to Her Majesty's Government on November 6, 
1865; and 
  
WHEREAS:      It is important that the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans and those of Confederate descent reflect upon the 
Confederate States of America's past to honor and respect the 
devotion of her Confederate leaders, soldiers, sailors, Marines 
and citizens; and 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charles Kelly Barrow, Commander-
in-Chief of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, do hereby 
proclaim the month of April, as: 
 
NATIONAL CONFEDERATE HISTORY and HERITAGE 
MONTH and encourage all Compatriots to celebrate their 
states' historically recognized and designated Confederate 
holidays; however, during the month of April, Compatriots are 
urged to participate in properly honoring the Confederate States 
armed forces, her elected and appointed officials, its citizens, 
and innovations by creating educational programs, ceremonies, 
and gatherings. 

Deo Vindice! 
Charles Kelly Barrow 

Commander-in-Chief 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

@scvcic 

www.scv.org 
 
 

WRITE YOUR REPRESENTATIVES 
[Camp Cmdr. Dr. Andy Buckley encourages all members 
and friends to write their state senators about Sen. Bill 
276, “Louisiana Heritage Protection Commission” and 
to their state representative about a similar bill in the La. 
House of Representatives, HB 944, “Louisiana Heritage 
Act. Cmdr. Buckely sent the following letter to his state 
senator and representative.] 
     “I wish to encourage you to support passage of the 
Louisiana Heritage Protection Commission, Senate Bill 
276, filed by Sen. Beth Mizell, R-Franklinton when it 
comes before the Louisiana Senate for a vote. All 
Louisiana historical monuments and memorial statues 
are part of history and should remain. This legislation 
will protect those landmarks as legitimate artifacts which 
should not be removed from public lands. 
     Learning from our past is one of the most important 
reasons for the study of history. The more we learn, the 
better equipped we are not to repeat the mistakes of 
history. But when history gets politicized by politicians 
and fringe groups, it becomes unnecessarily divisive. 
      This is what appears to be happening in New 
Orleans, Lafayette, and even here in Lake Charles 
through the misguided efforts of those working to 
remove or relocate historic monuments in the name of 
political correctness or cultural sensitivity. 
      Our state has a very rich and diverse history and 
heritage. All historical persons and points of view should 
be studied in the context of their own times and used as 
teaching tools from which everyone can learn the lessons 
of history. Tearing down or removing historical 
monuments will only hurt Louisiana and stir needless 
ongoing controversy and racial division in our 
communities. 
      I do not condemn honoring the heroes of any group 
in our state or in our community and expect the same 
tolerance and understanding of diversity be extended to 
my views. Please vote to protect our historical 
monuments.”—Dr. Andy Buckley 

 

NIBLETT’S BLUFF EVENT CANCELLED 
      The Spring Festival at Niblett’s Bluff Park has been 
cancelled due to massive damage from the March flood 
of the Sabine River. Captain Bryan Camp had planned to 
have an information table and living history at the event. 
The festival was scheduled for Saturday, April 16. The 
cabins were reportedly demolished after being 
submerged in the flood water and other buildings on the 
property extensively damaged. The adjacent historic 
cemetery, which includes many Confederate veterans, 
also reportedly had 81 coffins dislodged from the 
ground and the historic Niblett’s Bluff Bible Chapel was 
also extensively damaged. The park has some of the best 
preserved Confederate breastworks in existence and 
about 30 Confederate soldiers died there in a measles 
epidemic during the War for Southern Independence. 
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BEAUREGARD BIOGRAPHIES DETAIL LIFE OF THE 

GREAT LOUISIANA CONFEDERATE GENERAL 
By Mike Jones 

 
     General Pierre Gustave Toutant-Beauregard (1818-1893) was one of the greatest military men in all American history, and certainly 
the most famous Louisianian of the 19th Century. His name became so famous during the War For Southern Independence, it has 
become a cultural icon that is still being perpetuated to this day. During his lifetime, he became the first national Confederate hero 
when he opened fire on Fort Sumter, April 12, 1861, in Charleston, South Carolina, and then won the first major battle of the war July 
21, 1861 at the First Battle of Manassas, Va. 
       Beauregard became such a celebrity that he had songs and poems published about him, and received fan letters, especially from 
women, throughout the war. After the war he received offers from a number nations for him to command their armies. He turned 
them all down. Even today his name is used in advertising products and for the names of cartoon characters. Beauregard Parish is 
named in his honor, as are four SCV camps. The magnificent equestrian statue of Beauregard is still standing in New Orleans, at least 
as of this writing. 
      Yet, in spite of all this fame, there have only been three major biographies published about his life. The first biography was written 
in Beauregard’s own time by a friend and former staff officer, Confederate Colonel Alfred Roman. It was written with the full 
cooperation of Beauregard and directly from his own notes and wartime records. Titled Military Operations of General Beauregard in the War 

Between the States, 1861- 1865; Including a Brief Personal Sketch and a Narrative of His Services in 
the War With Mexico, 1846-48, it was published in 1884 in two-volumes. 
     Roman devoted the work to a strong defense of Beauregard from his post-war critics, 
particularly President Jefferson Davis. The Davis-Beauregard feud was sparked by a 
fundamental disagreement over strategy for winning Southern Independence. Davis 
wanted to defend the entire Confederacy, which required Confederate armies to be 
parceled out throughout the vast territory of the new Southern Republic. Beauregard 
wanted to concentrate great Confederate armies and go on the offensive before the 
Confederacy was overwhelmed by the North’s greater population and industrial might. 
      The feud spilled over into the post-war period with dueling histories of the 
Confederacy. Roman was at the beginning of the war the lieutenant colonel and colonel 
of the 18th Louisiana Infantry and then joined Beauregard’s staff following the Battle of 
Shiloh. The author was the son of pre-war Louisiana Governor A.B. Roman. The two-
volumes are still available in inexpensive electronic versions and also inexpensive reprints 
are readily available on the internet from booksellers. The two-volumes cover over 1,300 
pages. Roman’s Beauregard biography has been an invaluable historical resource for all 
subsequent historians, since it gives a great amount of detail about Beauregard’s military 
operations and the reasons for the various action the Great Louisianian took during the 
war. It has a brief sketch about his ancestry, boyhood and education. But it does give 
many insights about Beauregard that make it a priceless historical resource. 
       The next major biography of Beauregard did not come until 1933 with Beauregard: The 
Great Creole, written by Hamilton Basso, an accomplished journalist, novelist, biographer 
and historian. His Beauregard biography is a well-written, entertaining and a thorough 
history of the Louisiana general. Being a native of New Orleans himself, Basso’s 
biography is very sympathetic to Beauregard and covers his entire life with some local 
insights from people who knew him. While it doesn’t have the detail of the previous 
biography or a subsequent one, it is most enjoyable and an easy read. It was published by 

Scribner, 333 pages, photographs, maps and photographs. Although out of print, it is still readily available in the internet from sellers 
of used books. 
      L.S.U. historian T. Harry Williams wrote what is generally considered a classic biography, P.G.T. Beauregard, Napoleon in Gray, 
published by L.S.U. Press in 1955. Williams’ work is thoroughly academic and scholarly, and digs deep in the records available at the 
time he was writing. It can be rather dry at times and is both critical and complimentary of Beauregard. The L.S.U. historian follows the 
usual academic take on Beauregard, that is that he was too visionary in his strategic thinking, too Napoleonic and not always practical. 
But Williams also credits Beauregard as being a great battlefield commander who had the rare talent of being able to manage a battle in 
the midst of all the chaos, confusion and changing circumstances. Williams also gives much more detail on Beauregard’s post-war 
contribution in helping Louisiana and New Orleans recover from the devastation of war with his business ventures, which included 
investing in Sulphur in Calcasieu Parish, and which made him one of the wealthiest Confederate veterans by the end of his life. 
      Beauregard was also very active in promoting and preserving the French language and culture in New Orleans, founding the 
Southern Historical Society and taking an active part in the social life of the city. P.G.T. Beauregard, Napoleon in Gray, is still in print 
from L.S.U. Press, and is also available in electronic versions. The original hardback, still available used on the internet, has 345 pages 
with photographs, illustrations and maps. 
      Hopefully some enterprising biographer will take on another major Beauregard biography and expand knowledge on this important 
historical figure’s life and times. 
 

Gen. P.T.G. Beauregard               
(Library of Congress) 


