
Calcasieu Greys   1 

CALCASIEU GREYS 
Volume 35, Issue 3   Sons of Confederate Veterans,  Lake Charles, Louisiana   March 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louu 
 
 
 
  

Finding Your Way Home 
Commander Column March 2016 
Dr. Andy Buckley, commander 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     Some years ago a former American astronaut took 
over as head of a major airline, determined to make that 
airlines service the best in the industry. One day, as the 
new president walked through a terminal, he saw an 
employee resting his feet on a desk while 
a telephone rang incessantly. "Aren't you going to answer 
that phone?" the boss demanded. "This isn't my 
responsibility," answered the employee nonchalantly, 
apparently not recognizing his new boss. “I work in 
maintenance not service."  "Not anymore you don't!" 
snapped the president.   
       We are all responsible for the growth, health, and 
influence of our Captain James W. Bryan Camp 1390 in 
Southwest Louisiana. Every member must make a small 
investment of time and energy throughout the year in 
order for our organization to continue to grow in 
reaching new members and exerting a positive influence 
for good in our community. Our camp needs every 
member deeply involved in our work. As your 
commander, I am requesting each member, in addition to 
regularly attending monthly meetings, consider stepping 
up and taking a more active role in the work of our 
organization.   
     On Saturday, April 16th our camp will be involved in 
the Niblett’s Bluff Spring Festival in Vinton. In 1966 the 
Louisiana Legislature passed a law 
establishing Niblett’s Bluff a Confederate Memorial state 
park. During the War Between the States, the 20th Texas 
Infantry Regiment was sent to Niblett’s Bluff to prevent 
a Yankee invasion of Texas. Please mark this date on 
your calendar.  

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Captain James W. Bryan 

  

NEXT MEETING 

 
       Captain Joe Hill will present our March 
Program entitled “Significant Naval Developments During the 
War Between the States,” Tuesday, March 8th at 6:00 pm @ 
Joe’s Italian Restaurant in Sulphur.  
            Joe D. Hill is a native Texan who was raised in 
Louisiana. During active duty periods as an officer, 
Captain Hill served aboard an aircraft carrier, several 
destroyers, a submarine, two ammunition ships and two 
amphibious vessels. He served in the Navy and Reserves 
for a total of 34 years. In retirement, Captain Hill has 
served as Field Representative for U.S. Representative 
Charles Boustany, Jr., MD, for Louisiana's 3rd District. 
He is a former President of the Mayors Armed Forces 
Commission of Lake Charles and was Commander of 
American Legion Post 1. Captain Hill co-founded the 
NJROTC Program at LaGrange High School and was the 
founding Chairman of the Board, Chennault 
Division, U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps. Captain Hill is 
currently assisting with the establishment of a 
local Veterans Treatment Court. 

 



Calcasieu Greys   2 

 

 

 
 
CONFEDERATE FLAG RALLY 
[From La. Div. coordinator, Chip Landry] 
 
      It will start at 2 p.m Saturday, March 5, on the 
front steps of the capitol building and end at 4 p.m. 
(if it goes longer than 2 hours the Office of 
Buildings and Grounds requires that we rent port-a-
potties) in Baton Rouge.  As long as we don't block 
access to the building we can set up where ever we 
want on the steps.  It is my understanding that that 
La. Div. Cmdr. Thomas Taylor will speak and I 
have been told that I have to speak (I'm going to 
give a brief history of the area of the capitol 
grounds and the fall of Baton Rouge). 
     I spent an hour and a half downtown a couple 
of weeks ago checking out the parking situation. 
There are a number of parking garages within 
blocks of the capitol but they are owned by the 
state and various banks.  They are closed on 
Saturday and Sunday.  Only one is open on 
Saturday two blocks away but it closes at 3 p.m. and 
if we want them to remain open after 
that they charge $90 an hour.  There is plenty of on 
street metered parking (fees exempted 
on weekends) on N. 4th St., North St., Main St. and 
the other streets within walking distance 
to the capitol.  Just let everyone know that parking 
in Spanish Town (bordered by North St., 
the capitol grounds, 5th St. and 9th St.) is by permit 
only and anyone parking there without 
a permit will be ticketed by both DPS police and 
the city police.  And remember that the 
mindless ones in the legislature may be in session so 
that will mean more cars parked near 
the building.  I would suggest that everyone arrive 
as early as possible to ensure a parking 
place. 
 
 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 

      Although no plans are definite we are working very hard 
to arrange a static cannon display, a color guard, 
and perhaps a three gun salute with period rifles at the 
festival. If you do not have a Confederate uniform please 
wear a shirt identifying yourself as a member of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans. We will have a table to distribute 
promotional and membership materials, as well as sell 
Confederate flags and memorabilia. We need 
members at Niblett’s Bluff who will share our story with the 
general public in a positive, non-threatening, and attractive 
way. This is a great enlistment opportunity.  

       We’ve held the first meeting of our Events Program 
Committee with Jim Ross, Rev. Ben Lyons, J.W. Helums, 
Mike Jones, Gregg Holder, Scott Romero, Scott 
Fusilier, Luke Dartez in attendance. Michael Wayne Clanton 
and Jonathan Duff were enroute to the meeting but stopped 
by a major wreck on the Interstate 10 Bridge. Any member 
who would like to serve on this strategic committee is 
welcome. The Events Committee will meet briefly 
immediately following our regular meeting on March 8. As 
commander I have appointed Scott Fusilier as the temporary 
chairman of this committee. The Events Committee will help 
organize our public events.  
 

Dr. Andy Buckley  
Commander  

 

Camp logo monogram available 
          You may have our camp logo monogramed on a shirt 
for $8.00 from A+ Monograms 3941 Ryan Street Suite F; 
477-3488. (Members provide the shirt either oxford or polo 
type). The monogram shop is located in the shopping strip 
mall south of the Old Scarborough Spa on the same side of 
street as Ryan’s Steak House. The set-up charge has already 
been paid and the store has our logo on file.   
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                                 C.S.A 
By Rev. Abram Joseph Ryan                     

 
DO we weep for the heroes who died for us?  
Who living were true and tried for us,  
And dying sleep side by side for us;--  
The Martyr-band  
That hallowed our land  
With the blood they shed in a tide for us. 
 
 Ah! fearless on many a day for us  
 They stood in the front of the fray for us,  
 And held the foeman at bay for us,  
 And tears should fall  
 Fore'er o'er all  
 Who fell while wearing the gray for us. 
 
  How many a glorious name for us,  
  How many a story of fame for us,  
  They left,--would it not be a blame for us,  
   If their memories part  
   From our land and heart,  
   And a wrong to them, and shame for us? 
 
    No—no—no—they were brave for us,  
    And bright were the lives they gave for us,--  
    The land they struggled to save for us  
    Will not forget  
    Its warriors yet  
    Who sleep in so many a grave for us. 
 
      On many and many a plain for us  
      Their blood poured down all in vain for us,  
      Red, rich and pure,--like a rain for us;  
      They bleed,--we weep,  
      We live,--they sleep--  
       "All Lost"--the only refrain for us. 
 
       But their memories e'er shall remain for us,  
 And their names, bright names, without stain for us,--        
The glory they won shall not wane for us,  
                         In legend and lay  
                        Our heroes in gray                                               
            Shall forever live over again for us. 

 

 

 
Gen. Alfred Mouton Monument 

 
LA. MONUMENTS UPDATES 
       LAFAYETTE, La.—The struggle to defend our 
Confederate monuments in Louisiana continues. Those 
in Lafayette trying to take down the monument in honor 
of Louisiana war hero, General Alfred Mouton, suffered 
a setback when the monument supporters far outshined 
the monument haters at two Lafayette council meetings. 
The city attorney also told the council removing the 
monument would be a clear violation of a 1980 court 
order preventing any removal of the statue of the great 
Mouton. Monument haters are now talking about putting 
up a statue of a slave, or some interpretive marker to 
totally distort and slander General Mouton’s memory. 
But the monument supporters have vowed to fight any 
such move even harder that they have the vile attempt to 
move it. To follow this story on a daily basis, go to the 
“Why Not Alfred” page on Facebook.com. 
         NEW ORLEANS—The mayor of New Orleans 
recently faced a setback in finding a contractor to remove 
national historic register monuments to generals Robert 
E. Lee, P.G.T. Beauregard and President Jefferson Davis 
there. The public bid period had to be extended to April 
22 and public bid downloads on the city web site had to 
be taken down because of the controversy they were 
stirring. In addition, the federal judge has been criticized 
in the news media, www.thehayride.com, and the lack of 
public openness on the lack of public openness on who 
is allegedly going to pay for the removal and what will 
eventually happen to the monuments if the removals are 
successful. The movement continues to save the priceless 
historic treasures of Louisiana, the South and the nation. 
To follow this ongoing struggle, go to the Save Our 
Monuments page on Facebook.com.  
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VICKSBURG BATTLEFIELD 

PRESERVATION 
[Press Release: Civil War Trust] 

(Vicksburg, Miss.) – During ceremonies recently 
near Vicksburg National Military Park (NMP), the Civil War 
Trust and key local partners announced the preservation of 11 
historic acres at Vicksburg battlefield. Protection of this land 
will not only increase understanding of the 1863 conflict, but 
also enhance the reverent, scenic environment of Vicksburg 
NMP. 
      “This land is a core piece of the most strategic and 
decisive campaign of the Civil War,” said Bess Averett, 
executive director of Friends of Vicksburg National Military 
Park and Campaign. “We can take pride in the conservation 
of these 11 acres, a tangible reminder of the bravery and 
perseverance of those who fought at Vicksburg.” 
      Joining Averett at the news conference were Vicksburg 
NMP Superintendent Bill Justice, Civil War Trust President 
James Lighthizer, and John L. Nau, III, Trust Chairman 
emeritus and Friends of Vicksburg board member. 
Protection of this parcel was the result of a $720,000 
fundraising campaign undertaken by the Civil War Trust in 
2013. Thousands of Trust and Friends of Vicksburg members 
provided donations for the acquisition, which were matched 
with grants from the National Park Service’s American 
Battlefield Protection Program. 
       “How wonderful to celebrate a success for the Civil War 
Trust at Vicksburg battlefield, made possible through critical 
relationships with local partners like the Friends of Vicksburg 
and Vicksburg National Military Park,” said Nau. “It’s always 
rewarding to see what the conservation community and 
public-private partnerships can accomplish toward the sacred 
and essential goal of battlefield preservation.” 
      The site, located near the Railroad Redoubt and adjacent 
to Interstate 20, had been zoned for commercial development, 
and was also threatened by highway expansion. Now that it’s 
protected, the land will be part of the story it witnessed during 
the May 22, 1863 assault by the Union Army of the 
Tennessee against Vicksburg defenses. Once Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant began his 47-day siege of the area, the land served as 
camping ground for the 22nd and 23rd Iowa Infantry, and the 
42nd Ohio Infantry. 
       “I am grateful that the Trust was able to work with 
willing sellers and complete fundraising on this parcel 
quickly,” noted Lighthizer. “This land was especially prone to 
development threats, and now it will instead remain for future 
generations to learn and reflect on a key Civil War campaign 
in the West.” 
       The acreage acquired was the result of four land 
transactions with several members of the Harris family: 
Donna Carter Harris – 3 acres; James Dreher Harris and John 
P. Harris – 1 acre; Charles Marsalis, Alice Marsalis Seals and 
Stacy Eady Martin – 2 acres; and Mary D. Harris – 5 acres. In  
 
 
 

an effort to return the land more closely to its wartime 
appearance, the Friends of Vicksburg coordinated the 
removal of a modern home, with generous support 
from Fordice Construction Company and the City of 
Vicksburg. 
        Ultimately, the land will be transferred to the 
National Park Service. Vicksburg NMP, established in 
1899, currently comprises over 1,800 acres. The 
federal government recently expanded the authorized 
boundary of Vicksburg NMP to include the Raymond, 
Port Gibson and Champion Hill battlefields. The Trust 
has saved land associated with all of these conflicts —
critical to the Vicksburg campaign of 1862-63—
including 476 acres at Champion Hill, 623 acres at 
Port Gibson and 106 acres at Raymond. As the 
National Park Service begins its centennial celebration 
in 2016, the Trust will continue to work with integral 
sites like Vicksburg NMP in the shared mission of 
conservation and education. 
 

 

Patrick Cleburne Guild 
In honor of the great Irish-born Confederate General 
that so clearly understood what our struggle would be 
in maintaining our Heritage, a handsome marble piece 
is available to members for a $1000 contribution to the 
SCV Heritage Fund. It may also be bestowed upon a 
Compatriot by his Camp, Division or other unit, or by 
another member with an accompanying certificate, 
bearing the name of the recipient and benefactor(s). It 
is inscribed with the General's quotation -- “Surrender 
means that the history of this heroic struggle will be 
written by the enemy; that our youth will be trained by 
Northern school teachers; will learn from Northern 
school books their version of the War; will be 
impressed by all the influences of history and 
education to regard our gallant dead as traitors, and our 
maimed veterans as fit subjects for derision.” Also 
inscribed are the name of the recipient (and benefactor, 
if appropriate) and the SCV logo. Heritage Support 
Team The Heritage Support Team (HST) is a "booster 
club" with three levels -- Silver, Gold and Platinum. 
The membership fees are $50, $100 and $250, 
respectively. Each contributor will have his name on 
an honor roll in the Confederate Veteran and will 
receive a certificate. Gold and Platinum members 
receive gift certificates of $25 and $50, respectively, 
for SCV merchandise. Additionally, Platinum 
contributors will have $100 sent back to their Division 
Heritage Fund in their name. All first-time HST 
contributors receive a complimentary Battle Flag lapel 
pin. *For members that are not affiliated with a 
Division, or for a Division without a Heritage Fund, 
this amount will remain in the General Organization 
Heritage Fund. 
 


